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The Massachusetts Records 
give the names of thirty-three 


soldiers from Bellingham 
as follows: 


Edward J. Adams 
Frederick Bates 
Amos R. Bent 
Charles E. Burr 
Howard Carlton 
Martin V. B. Cook 
John V. Coombs 
Pardon L. Crosby 
James Davis 


W. O. Freeman 
Patrick Gallagher 
John J. Gerstle 
Joseph Gerstle 

T. G. Getchell 
Samuel D. Gregory 
Chas. P. Hancock :  Noris 
Handel Holbrook 


There are ten names on the Soldiers’ Monument, 
six of which are not on the list above: 
C. Philip Hancock Joseph Osgood Calvin C. Thayer 


Jos. W. Holbrook 4H. Perry Slocum Lewis E. Whitney 
Jairas Lawrence 


Thomas Carey 
W. Ellis Cook 
Moses Drake 
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This list of Civil War 
Veterans may not be 
complete or entirely 
accurate. 


Jos. W. Holbrook 
Jairus Lawrence 
Thomas McDowell 
Peter McKeen 
George L. Metcalf 
Jobn C. Metcalf 
Garrick F. Moore 
Joseph Osgood 


Asa Pickering 
James W. Pickering 
Robert Post 

Geo. A. Richardson 
George Swift 

John Terlin 

Elisha H. Town 
Willis Whiting 


War Deparrwent, Washington City, November 17, 1862. 


RIGHTS RESERVED 


The Governor of the State of Massachusetts is hereby authorized to cause to be drafted, commencing 
on the cighth day of December next, at nine o’clock in the forenoon, in the manner provided by Gencral 
Orders No. 99 of the War Department of the United States, a sufficient ntuuber of militia men, to serve 
for nine months in the military service of the United States, wuiless sooner discharged, to make up, with 
the number who shall have been mustered into the said service under the call for such militia men, dated 
August 4, A. D. 1862, the proportion which has heretofure been assigned to Massachusetts under the said 
call, which proportion was nineteen thousand and eighty men. And the said draft will be apportioned, as 
far as practicable, in conformity with the additional regulation for the enrolment and draft of militia, 
issued from this department under date of August 14, A. D. 1862. 


(some Civil War info contributed by Howard Quimby) EDWIN M. STANTON, Secretary of War. 
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BRIEF BIOGRAPHIES OF SOME CIVIL WAR VETERANS 


TOWN CLERK’S REPORT. 


It has been the intention of the Committee to mention the 
death of Soldiers who die in the Town during the year, also 
to mention those dying in other towns and brought here for 
burial, Last year we omitted to mention that of Charles F. 
Cushman, who lived in Allston for a number of years, and 
died there April 27, 1902, aged 77, his remains brought here 
and buried in the Centre Cemetery. Mr. Cushman was born 
in Bellingham, the son of Sabin and Mary. His wife, also 
born in Bellingham, was Olive M., daughter of Amos and 
Lucretia Holbrook. Mr. Cushman enlisted as a musician in 
the 7th Mass. Vol., under Col. Gouch, at the beginning of the 
war, and served his enlistment. 


Sab ie 25 2 
’ GEORGE RICHARDSON. 


Hie was born in Medway, November, 1840, and enlisted from 
the town of-Bellingham in the summer of 1862 as a reeruit 
in Co, I, 18th Reg., Mass. Vol. A few months after arriving 
in Virginia he was taken prisoner, taken to Libby Prison, 
stayed a short time and transferred to Andersonville. He was 
a prisoner a year and eight days, when he was exchanged, and 
landed in Adexandria, Va. After a furlough he accepted the 
offer of the Government to re-enlist and did so in thé regular 
cavalry. , 

Lately, his health failing, he went to the Soldiers’ Home in 
Chelsea, Mass., and died and was buried there in August, 1905. 


BENJAMIN E. MARBULE. 

A resident of Bellingham for some twenty-five years or 
more. On account of his youth he could not enlist at the first 
of the Rebellion. As soon as he could get into the service, he 
enlisted in Co. C, 2d Mass. Heavy Artillery and served his 
enlistment. He died March 10, 1903, azed 55 years, and was 
buried in the Centre Cemetery. 


SILAS H. WILLIAMS. 


Was born in Vermont, and lived in Mendon when the war 
broke out. He enlisted in Co. LH. 15th Mass. Vol. Infantry. 
After serving some twelve months he was shot in the arm and 
disabled, so he was discharged, and was unable to enter the 
service again on account of the disability. He eame to live in 
‘his town some twenty years avo. While on a visit to his old 
wme in Vermont he was taken sick and died there August 23, 
903, aged 69 years aud 10 months. His remains were brought 

ere, and buried in Vernon Grove Cemetery, Milford, Mass. 


In Memoriam. 


Comrade Walter M. Fisher, for many ycars a member 
of Post 60, G. A. R., died at his home on Central Street, 
in Irranklin, Dec. 31st, 1918. 

At the age of 23-he responded to the call of his coun- 
try and joined the army in 1862, becoming one of the 
boys in blue of Co. C, Forty-lifth Massachusetts Infantry. 
In November, 1864, he reenlisted in Co. HH of the Third 
Massachusetts Heavy Artillery and remained there till 
the close of the war. [le returned home with a most 
creditable military record, 

Vor a number of years he was Commander of Post 60, 
and later, till the tune of his death, he served as Quarter- 
master, Comrade Iisher was always an active and in- 
terested participant in the Memorial exercises in Bel- 
lingham and he and his words will long be remembered 
by the citizens of this town. 

We give this space in grateful remembrance of his 
moral worth and his labor and interest in the memory 
of the heroic dead of this town. 


ORLANDO DAVID CLARK. 


He was born in Bellingham, in 1840; his younger days were 
spent in Bellingham and vicinity until 1861 when he enlisted in 
Co. B, 18th Reg. Mass. Vol. Inft., for the Town of Holliston. 
He married a young lady of this Town and lived in Westborough 
at the time of his death, Sept, 6, 1906, and was buried in the 
Centre Cemetery in Bellingham. 


FRANCIS. E. -TINGLEY, 


He was born in Bellingham. He enlisted as the quota of Bel- 
lingham in Co. E. 15th Reg. Mass. Vol. Inft. After returning 
home he lived in Providence, R. I., a number of years, then he 
bought his old homestead and was there several years, then re- 
moved to Franklin, where he died January 5, 1907, and was 
buried in So. Bellingham Cemetery, and the only one of the 
Civil War Veterans buried in that yard. 
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DanieL E. Wriicox, 
Who died in Woonsocket, R. I., March 12, 1900, of Co. —, 9th} 
Rhode Island Infantry, and buried in Rakeyille cemetery. 
Mr. Wilcox was born in the town of Cumberland, just over} 
the line from Bellingham. He came with his parents to the 
village of Rakeville when quite young and lived there and in} 
the vicinity most of his life. While here he took part in our 
town affairs, holding the office of assessor for several years. 


Dr. Rotanp Hammonn, , 


Who died in Brockton, July 8, 1900, of Co. I, 83d Massachusetts 
Infantry, and buried in the Centre cemetery. Dr. Hammond 
came to this town in 1871, and lived here until 1882. While § 
here he took a very great interest in all town matters, was 
Superintendent of Schools several years, and was Town Clerk 
when he moved to Brockton. 


JOHN SHANNON. 

He was born in Carlyle, England, Sept. 12, 1839, and died 
in Bellingham, Dec. 27, 1908. He enlisted in the 11th Massa- 
chusetts Infantry, April, 1861, was discharged June 21, 1864. 
He was a member of Grand Army Post 22. Funeral services 
under their auspices the 30th, with burial in the Scammell yard, 
South Milford (so called). 


Josrvi Mirre, Jk, 
who died at North Bellingham Jan. 6, 1902, aged 67 years, 5 
months and 4 days. Sergt. Mictt: enlisted in Company E, 9th 
Regiment, Rhode Island Volunteers, May 26th, 1862. He first 
came to Bellingham in 1867, and with the exception of a few 
years in the early seventies, has made this town his home. He 
was buried in Evergreen Cemetery, West Medway, 
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( background} ANDREW JILLSON. 


He was born March 21, 1837, and always lived in Woon- 
socket or Cumberland, but close to our town line, and always has 
seemed like one of our citizens. He died May 25, 1907, and was 
buried in our Rakeville cemetery. He was one of the first to 
enlist in the civil war, April 14, 1861, in the Ist R. I. Infantry, 


Horatio & Harry Adams 


Aug. 9, 1864 ‘ : 
Bellingham Civil War Co. I, discharged Aug. 2, 1861. Enlisted in the 4th R. I. In- 
Veterans fantry, Co. E on Sept. 10, 1861, and served until he re-enlisted 


in the same company and regiment on June 4, 1864, and was 
finally discharged July 13, 1865. 


ApimmnamMm W. WALES, son of Amos A. Enlisted July, 1861, for three 


years in Company I, Eighteenth Regiment. Was in the battles at South ON e 
Mountain and Antietam. Was honorably discharged. 


SMEPARD G. WioGIN, son of Joseph. Enlisted August. 1862, for three 
years in Company A, Thirty-fifth Regiment. Died in Falmouth, Va., 
16th January, 1suu. 


The Twelve Greatest Battles, 


In the 12 greatest battles fought during 
the civil war the union losses Were as fol- 
lows: July 1-3, 1863, Gettysburg, 3.076 
Killed and 14,497 Wounded; May 8-18 18Gd 
Spottsylvania, 2,725 killed and 13,413 wound. 
ed; May 5-7, 1864, Wilderness, 2,246 killed 
and 12,037 wounded; September 17, 1862 
Antietam, 2,108 killed aud 9,549 wounded 
May 1-3, 1863, Chaucellorsville, 1,606 killed 
aud 9,762 wounded; September 19-20, L8U3 
Chickamauga, 1,656 killed and 9,740 wound: 
ed; June 1-4, 1864, Cold Harbor, 1,844 kiled 
and 9,077 wounded; December 1]-14, lsg2 
Vredericksburg, 1,284 killed aud Q GUU 
wounded; August 28-30, 1862, Minassis 
1,747 Killed and 8,452 wounded; April 6-7. 
862, Shiloh, 1,754 killed and 8 dug w me 
Badge on display at Museum December 31, 1862, Stone Wheiela cat oe 

and 7,802 wounded; June 15-19, 1864, Petors- 

burg, 1,688 killed and 5,513 wounded, ‘Lo- 

tal in 12 battles, 23,478 killed and 120,859 
wounded, : 


Bellingham Brothers Battling 
In Pacific With Navy, Marines 
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SOUTH BELLINGHAM — WorG 
has reached Mr. and Mrs. Arduino 
Collamati of Locust street that both 
their sons, Corp. Romeo Collamati, 
marine, and Joseph Collamati, sea- 
many l/c, are seeing action in the 
Pacific, 

Joseph, husband of Mrs. Yvonne 
(Gendron) Collamati, has one son, 
and entered the service Oct. 27. 
1943. He took his boot training at 


Sampson,-N. Y., and was stationed 
there for a year. His next base was 


BERNARD 


NAUTICAL TRIUMVIRATE 
and Mrs. Arthur Dussault, 
and Maurice, 
prentice seaman at Sampson, N. Y. 
months service. 
on a cruiser in the South Pacific, 
islands, Attu, 


(left) 


‘Shoemaker, Calif., last 


stop before 
his duty in the Pacific. 

Romeo enlisted Feb. 27, 1943. His 
preliminary training was taken at 
Parris Island, N. C. He attended 
quartermaster school in. New Riv- 
er, N. C., and received further train- 
ing at Cherry Point. Upon comple- 
tion of his course he was _  trans- 
ferred to ‘Carvallis, Ore. He was 
stationed at Miramar, Calif., just 
before he went into the Pacific. - 


They were both formerly employ-. 
ed in their father’s grocery | busi-° 
ness. j peek bie 


DUSSAULT MARCEL 


18, 
Bernard Dussault, 


Truk, Peorl Harbor 


DUSSAULT 


. . ore these three brothers, including twins. 
Pothier street, South Bellingham, Mass., 
(center) the former a seaman second class, the latter an ap- 
Marcel serves 
19, the 
with duty behind him in the Marshalls and Gilbert 


ond Australia 
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R. HENDERSON 
Wounded 


MURLIN HENDERSON JOHN 


Wounded 


2 Bellingham Brothers Hurt, 
Franklin Flier Lost Over Tokyo 


Four casualties. two of them South Bellingham brothers 
wounded on opposite sides of the globe, were added today 
to the list for the Woonsocket area. 


© Serving in the infantry, one of 
the South Bcllingham brothers 
Pic. Woli: R Henderson was 
wounded in Germany, and thé 
other, Pfc. Murlin R. Henderson, in 
the marine corps, was wounded at 
Iwo Jima. 


MAURICE DUSSAULT : 
Sons of Mr. 
they are: Marcel, 18, 


aboard: ship overseas after six 
remaining trio member, serves as seaman 


The four Pleau Brothers were listed in a recent issue. 


BROTHERS WHO SERVED IN WORLD WAR II 
(This information was taken fron a newspaper scrap 
book on loan to us from Carlton Patrick. This 
scrapbook was kept by his mother pictured in photo 
below. Please forgive us us for not having a 
complete listing of all brothers who served. ) 


A SOLDIER, A SAILOR AND A MARINE . . . are the contribution of Mr. and Mrs. 
Paul Robidoux of Wrentham street, Bellingham. Pfc. Roland (left), has been in the 
USAAF 14 months and is stationed at Fresno, Calif. Paul, seaman 2/c, (center), hus- 
band of the former Cecile Boisseau, is attached to the Seabees at Camp Endicott, and 
Cpl. Leo is now on Okinawa, and has been overseas three years. 


‘WEARING VICTORY SMILES... Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Patrick: of Bellingham Center 

congratulate their son, Carlton, Svhip made 1! points last night as Belbanar toppled Hol- 
- liston, 52-24. “Parents Sports Night” was observed at the Toppers’..gymnasium, and 
_ parents of players, cheer leaders and _members of the school athletic -association were. 


Seer aT _ vs Ss Oe Soret 


» guests at the basketball gamessits23:°. 
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Caryville, Mass 
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VILLAGES in old-time Bellingham 


Most guide books or history of New England written in the last 150 years praised the VILLAGE 
as "one of the most delightful prospects which this world can afford." The village is like a finished 
work, but is most always changing. 

Because of the geographical structure of Bellingham(being 15 miles long) and transportation 
limited mainly to horsepower--there were a number of little villages throughout. In our town the 
villages have changed and will likely change again. Places, important to the individual have fre- 
quently been lost; while a few have been saved. Many forces work against small communities; 
the car, television, the entire electronics explosion, and others. 

In Bellingham, for instance, these are some of the villages I can recall: Caryville,North Bell- 
ingham,South Milford,Bellingham Center,Four Corners,Scott Hill and Crooks'Corner. Crimp- 
ville was before my time as was Rakeville. Those I never heard of were Partridgetown and 
Rand's Crossing(Mullenville). 

So often these villages were founded by occupation as well as location; millworkers, 
farmers,crimpers,etc. In 1919 there were 104 millworkers,87 farmers,34 machinists,28 laborers, 
and 10 merchants plus various others. Often a store or market(maybe a Post Office),a railroad 
station was found in some of these villages. 


CARYVILLE ABOUT 1870 


1 Boot Shop 3 Calvin Pairbanks 5 William Fairbanks 7 Mill 
2 Francis Metealf 4 Edwin Fairbanks 6 CTL Cutler 


Pearl Street, Caryville 

Caryville in the northern end of town was mainly owned by the Metcalf family until Joseph 
Fairbanks bought his farm and water power from the Charles River. He started the factory in 1813 
with the manufacture of boots. The majority of residents were millworkers. 

North Bellingham is about a mile south of Caryville. A "mansion house" beside Stall Brook was 
bought by Peletiah Smith in 1702. His grandson started the principle tavern in town--the largest 
dwelling house in the town. It still stands beside St. Brendan's Church. The mill on Maple Street 
ap f i many years from about 1810. The village store was kept for many years by the Camp 

rothers. 

Partridgetown was a part of the valley of Stall Brook on Farm Street, including the Town Farm. 

South Milford was a village comprised from 3 towns:Milford, Hopedale and Bellingham. The 
Post Office was in the Mendon or Hopedale area,as was the old toll house and the Green 
Store,(which still stands). The cotton and woolen mill(1812-1868) and the homes of 5 doctors: 

2 Corbets and 3 Scammels were within Bellingham. 
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Town Farm, Partridgetown 


“Pats 


Crimpville was less than 1 mile north of Bellingham Center. It was i 

sin thea 
north of the Charles River. This was where boots for the Civil War were atehodl tie oars oe 
came from the process of shaping the legs of the boots-"crimping". . 
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Smith Tavern, North Bellingham 


Charles River Grove was a small settlement on the banks of the Charles River, between Crimpville 
and Bellingham Center.(Note the beauty of the Charles River) 


TTAGE BY THE CHARLES ACLLINGHAM, MASS 


ING) AA eS vie 
Bellingham Center was and is the meeting place of 5 roads, where the Town Hall, schoolhouse, 
Baptist Church and store stand near together.(The store was kept by 4 generations of the Thayer 
family)....The old center of the town, where the first meeting house stood is 1 mile south at the 
corner of Blackstone Street and South Main Street. 
The Four Comers was about 1 mile from the Town House where Maple and Mechanic Streets 


cross. At one time 4 lines of trolleys(electric cars) met here every hour. 
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Scott Hill was the high land on South Main Street where the Scott family lived. It is from this 
vantage point that more of the town can be viewed at one time than at any other spot. 

South Bellingham(years ago) was not the south end of the town, but where the Midland Railroad 
crossed Center Street, near Railroad and Park Streets. This area was also known as Rand's 
Crossing. 

Rakeville or Wilcoxville, was about a mile east of Crooks' Corner on Wrentham Street where Mr. 
Wilcox had a shop making rakes and other agricultural implements. 

Crooks' Corner was an area where again 5 streets meet and where Jeremiah Crooks kept a tavern 
for many years. Close by was the south schoolhouse. 

Bellingham has changed greatly over the years. Some village names remain, others are lost and 
forgotten. Most that remain now possess a church, an eating spot, a store(s),and a post office. But 
the landscape, the industries, the occupations are in constant change--all in the name of progress. 
Who can predict what this town or it's little villages will look like 50 or 100 years from now. 
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Whose further footstep never strayed 

Beyond the village of his birth 

Is but a lodger for the night 

In this old wayside inn of earth. Richard Hovey 


When Bellingham was made up of all these villages the native townspeople(those born in the 
town) were «the office holders and managers of the town's affairs. Today with travel made easy, 
more folk looking for housing outside the "city", we have an enormous influx of those who wish 
to become "involved", and run things their way.(Which is better??) and become prominent within 
the town. . 

Transportaion today enables us to branch out for many miles to accomplish many pursuits. I can 
only hope that some of what we once knew will linger on (NOT ONLY IN OUR MEMORIES!!) 


ETA 


I'll bet some of you people did not know that Bellingham had a 
Navy Yard. For those of you that do not know the story of the 
rd we repeat it here. 
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ellingham For War Dead 
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The above event took place in 1944, 
We do not know the exact location of 


where these Memorial Trees were 
planted. 


at 966-5838 or 
gcontact any of our members. Thank 


= 
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“BLENDING OF SOIL... from the 13 original states is performed by Admiral Edwin F. 
Tuttle of the Bellingham Navy Yard, during solemn tree planting ceremonies in the 
Bellingham high school grounds yesterday afternoon. Mr. Tuttle, in the white apron, ex- 
treme left facing camera, is unwrapping a package containing soil used in the ceremony. 

Others in the picture, left to right, are the Rev. Percy. C. Clark-of Milford in black 
derby, the Rev: Clarence Boucher of the Church of the Assumption, who blessed the 


. Pa. 
F . matey 


soil; and at the’extreme right in grey soft hat, Basil M. Parsons of -. Franklin, ‘Mass., 


grand high cpriest;of, the. Massachusetts -lodge. of. Masons. #). tri S I 


Nearly a century ago, there was a railroad next morning was Sunday. Once awakened, one 
that ran from the Cook Street Station in Boston 


rubbed his eyes and said, ““Where in Blackstone’”’ 
to Woonsocket, R. I. Bellingham’s well patron- 


ized station was on Depot Street, where the 
electric generation plant is nw. 

To accommodate the people of Milford, a 
horse drawn barge ran daily from that town to 
the Depot Street station. 


One cold, winter night, two Milford residents, 
having been to Woonsocket, perhaps over-in- 
dulging in liquid refreshments, boarded the last 
train from that city. In Bellingham they were 
more interested in sleeping than in taking the 
barge to Milford. They wandered, taking the 
woods road to Box Pond where Edgar Ray 
operated two steam sawmills. Finding shelter 
near the boilers, they laid down to pleasant 
‘dreams. No one disturbed their slumber as the 


(or words to that effect)”” are we? Are we in 
the Bellingham Navy Yard?’ Pointed to logs 
lying crosswise from the piles, he asked, “Don’t 
you see the guns?”’ This story was handed down 
from generation to generation as an absolute 
fact. 

In 1939, Edwin Tuttle, father of David Tuttle, 
Sr. visited the home of Walter Hyden Thayer 
to discuss Masonry. The Navy Yard Story was 
repeated to Tuttle. He decided to form an 
association of Bellingham Masons and call it 
the Bellingham Navy Yard. He was named 
Admiral and Edward M. Taylor of Hopedale 
was secretary. Their first meeting was held April 
27, 1939 in the Town Hall. 


The Complete 
Encyclopedia of 


1885 to the Present 
Edited by G. N. Georgano 
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Woods Mobilette Co, Harvey, Ill. 
This was advertised as ‘America’s First Cycle Car’, a claim that is open to question, 


It was, however, a two-seater cyclecar with tandem seating. Its engine was of 12/14hp 
with 4 cylinders and air cooling. In later models this was changed to water-coolin 


and the original friction transmission was superseded by a sliding-gear type. The 
GMN 


final drive was by shaft. 


Woodsmobilette Cycle Car 
Pictured below before restoration 
Donald Moore, center 

Rusty Rodgers in car 


1915 WOODS-MOBILETTE 12/14h 
Kenneth Stauffer Wanna Joe Woodman Jr.,leaning on motor. 
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Photo courtesy of Edward Moore 
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SOUTH SCHOOL 


With the scheduled demolition of the old South School 
the historical commission was put under a tight time 
frame concerning the locating, recording, photograph- 
ing and removal of itans of historical interest. A 
Survey and measurement was taken of every room in the 
School house including the basement and attic. Hun- 
dreds of photos were taken of the interior of this 
Structure. If the need arises we can with computer 
graphics re-create this fine structure. Eventho 

we had a mild winter, when you spend many hours in 

an unheated building it becomes extremely cold. 
Through the efforts of volunteers like Jerry Snith, 
Barbara Vekeman, Mort Ben-Maor, Linda Trudeau, Roland 
Laprade and Denis Fraine we were able to complete our 
task in time. We would also like to thank the high- 
way department for all their help. Without their 
help ihremoving precious historical objects these 
itens would have been lost to demolition. Over a 
dozen original slate blackboards found in the base- 
ment along with other items were moved to the old 
North School. With all the renovations done in re- 
cent years it was extremely diff j cult in finding 
anything original left of the building. For some 


unknown reason all the original doors to the class- i. 


A COMMUNITY UPDATE 


AS 


rooms and offices were still stored in the attic. 
These twenty or so doors were also moved to the 
North School. With these original period black- 
boards and doors we hope to use , in the restora- 
tion of this historical schoolhouse. Also some 
desk: were removed. They were not the original 
period desk but desks from a later school era. In 
our exploration of the cellar we discovered many 
fairly modern school desk and chairs. The major- 
ity of then needed some work and we thought that it 
would be a good idea to give these desks away to the 
residents of Bellingham. So a day was scheduled to 
give the desks away. It was a cold day and with the 
assistance of the town administrator and the highway 
department and several volunteers the desks were put 
out into the school yard for the taking. \e are 
happy to say that out of the more than 500 desks 
and 200 chairs no desksor chairs were left to dis- 
pose of. The fine park to be built upon this prop- 
erty will be a great tribute to all the students 
and teachers who attended this facility. We owe 
much of our lives and much of our education to 

this very spot. For every person who entered the 
doors of the South School there is a story and each 
story covers generations of 'Southies'. 
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The following cartoons are original drawings done by Ed Whalley of Silver Lake. Ed joined 
the Army in 1939 and served with the Cavalry. In WWII this unit was mechanized and became 
the 21st Armored Tank Battalion. Mr. Whalley served til Aug. 1945. After the war, he still main- 
tained his interest in horses. He was the founder of The Bay State Riders Assoc. These cartoons 


were a result of this passion. Focceurwe tieGuined 2.0L Wine.ven Feder}. Uae el ase 
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Stories of Old-Time Bellingham Awe School Children 


In March, Emest Taft, chairman of the Historical Commission, visited with 4th graders in the 
South Elementary School. He entertained them with stories of conditions in Bellingham when the 


town was being settled in 1719. 


Did you know???An iron mine on High Street shipped it's product to Taunton and then on to 
other locations? Over 80,000 pairs of boots were made in this town? Bellingham was 1 of a few 


towns in New England that had supplies of amethyst? 


Mr. Taft brought bags of props to show students some of what were common household 
utensils years ago.....He told stories of Bellingham's connection and contributions to the Revo- 


utionary War up to World War II. 


It's gratifying to see the interest these children have in the past......Following are a few of 


their impressions. 


Thank you for coming to our class Tuesday. | 
never knew that Bellingham had so much history. 
My favorite thing was the graduating class with 
only 8 kids in it. I also liked the arrowheads and 
theMmaepIpes,.-........... Andrew Fraine 


Thank you for coming to tell us about Belling- 
ham. I was very interested in all the things you 
told us about, especially the picture of the old 
South School. It was really good to have you 
here. You really know a lot about Bellingham. 

Nicole Baker 


Thank you for visiting our classroom. I especially 
enjoyed the part about the innkeeper's pipe. I 
also like the old toaster. I hope I can visit you 
SOORHA...4..- Andrew Ratcliffe 


I am so happy that you came to the classroom. 


It was an honor. I liked the egg-weigher you 
brought in. It was neat how it went from small to 
medium to large. Again thank you..Emilie Solina 


I liked everything you brought and talked about. 
If you didn't come, I would never known about 
half of the history of Bellingham. I asked my 
grandmother about my grandfather in that picture 
and she took out 2 huge books about the Staples 
history. I hope we can come to see the museum and 
see some more things from or about Bellingham. 

Matt Mahoney 


I really enjoyed you coming to our class. I liked 
seeing the snake skin and the hat made out of fur. 
I never knew Bellingham had such an interesting 
history. History is cool. Thanks for coming. 

Michael Gale 


I really enjoyed you coming to our classroom. 
I didn't know there was so much history about 
our town. My favorite part was the rug-beater. If 
we still did that, I would have and awsome swing 
in baseball. I also like the snakeskin, it was real 
cool. I hope we will get to visit the museum. 
Brian Eagan 


Thank you so much for taking the time to come 
into our class. I loved learning about our town. 
I especially loved how people used to take big, 
long pipes and put them on a table at an inn. 
Then when a customer left, they break off a piece 
of the pipe for the next user. Also I couldn't 
believe how people used to mark therg cows back 
then. But I would really like to thank you for 
making this such a fun and learning experience. 
Like how you let us guess what each thing was for, 
and letting us touch everything, and for giving us 
souveniers. I look at the pictures all the time. 

Jennifer Hubbard 


What an excellent presentation! I can't thank you 
enough for sharing your time and expertise with 
us. My students and I learned so much about 
Bellingham. We can't wait to visit the museum. 

I will be in touch to make the arrangements. 
Mrs. Champeau 


Thank you for coming to our classroom. I liked 
the part with the rattlesnake skin and the rattle. 
Man, that stuff is cool. I've been looking for some 
Indian rocks. I haven't found any yet. Could you 
draw me a map of where you found your rocks? 
PEnAanNK VOUS... Jason Ghazarian 


I really liked your presentation about the history 
of Bellingham. The part I especially liked was the 
picture of the high school graduates. I think it is 
amazing how you know so much about Belling- 
ham. I hope our field trip is to the museum, but 
if it isn't, I will go with my mom and dad. 

Jessica DiBona 


MAY 17 


Sunday May 17 is a very special day. 
upon your calendar. 
has it's annual Memorial Day parade. 


SUNDAY 


MAY 17 
Mark this date 


It is the day that Bellingham 


Also it is the 


day the Belliingham Historical Commision holds it's 


Historical Appreciation Day awards. 
special award went to a brother and sister. 


Last year this 
Marcelle 


Enright and her brother Lee Fleuette were early 
Supporters and donors to the historical commission 


and museum. 


Through their efforts part of an extreme- 


ly important era of the 1940's & 1950's will be for- 


ever preserved in our archives. 


This years special 


award will be presented here at the Museum(rear of 
The time for the award ceremony 1s 


police station). 


scheduled for 12:30 p.m. 
attend. 


KNOWN VETERAN MEMORIALS LOCATED IN OUR TOWN 


MEMORIAL SQUARES 


1. Walter Lenktis Square/World War II 
Hartford Ave.& Plymouth Rd. 

2. Herbert B. Arnold Square/World War I 
Hartford Ave.& Maple St. 

3. Edward Baldiga Square/World War II 
Hartford Ave.& North Main St. 

4. Thomas Berardi Square/Korean Conflict 
Hartford Ave.& Monique Dr. 

5. Edward L. Spencer Square/World War I 
Bellingham Center 

6. Albert Prefontaine Square/World War II 
South Main St.& Elm St. 


7. Alice Beausoliel Square/First President 


of the American Legion Auxiliary unit 
Arnold Spencer Post #218 
South Main St.& Pulaski Blvd. 


Augusto Bozzi, Harold Trudel and Armand 
Levesque Square locations are not known. 
These men were killed while serving in 
the Armed Forces during World War II. 


Please attend. 


At Ae 


Everyone is invited to 
We depend upon your support. 


de 


MEMORIAL BRIDGES 


Charles W. Turner Memorial Bridge/Medal 


of Honor Recipient-unknown War. 
2. Veterans Memorial Bridge/Wrentham Rd. 
over Peter's River dedicated in 1954. 


W Po 


MEMORIALS 


. Gen. Alexander Scammell Memorial 


Revolutionary War-Scammell Cemetery 
located on Depot St. 


. Civil War Memorial/Bellingham Center 
- World War I Memorial/Bellingham Center 


in front of the Town Hall. 


. John Peterson Memorial/Vietnam Conflict- 


ene ae Center in front of the Town 
EWA 


. Veterans Memorial/All Conflicts located i 


front of the Jr./Sr. Memorial High School 


Researched by Marcel Creapeau, Ernie Taft an 
the Bell ingham Historical Commission. 


Letters...We get 
letters... 


Thank goodness for thoughtful old friends and neigh- 
bors from So.Bellingham. They made me aware of the 
Crimpville Comments and sent me a few copies. I am 
saddened by the loss of the South School because I lived 
across from it for over 30 years. Did you, as historic 
Comm. salvage the school bell? 

We, the class of 1938, from Franklin H.S. are 
approaching our 60th reunion! We have had one every 5 
years. Thanks to a few caring classmates. 

I hope that there will be a little more news and 
memories of So.Bellingham in future edtitions. 

N.H. is a wonderful place to live and I've been here 
over 30 years. This town is close to the MA. border, so 
_ we have access to 495 and points south. 

I do recall that Ethel Cook had the library in her home 
and then at the Community Bldg. Now that I am aware 
of the Museum, I plan to visit it this year. 

Enclosed is a contribution to thank you for the 
memories. Sincerely, 

Mabelle(Drury) Vass 


I enjoy your efforts. You keep sending and I'll keep 


Louie 
Dear Folks, 
Enclosed please find a donation given in memory of 
Vincent R.Thayer. 


I do so enjoy reading the Comments as it brings back 
many memories of my childhood days visiting on Maple 
St. in No.Bellingham where my grandparents Jim and 
Julia Kennelly lived and where my Dad,Martin J.(MJ as 
he was known when he drove the Johnson Bus)grew 
up. Although there are many changes on Maple St., my 
husband and I enjoy driving down through the area 
occassionally. Sincerely, 

Linwood E. and Dorothy E(Kennelly)Lowell 


=) he 


DONATIONS 


Emest & Rita Sawyer 
F.D.Donovan 
Linwood & Dorothy Lowell 
(in memory of Vincent Thayer) 
Inga Cook 
Lucille Nadolny 
(in memory of one of the oldest 
citizens of Bellingham-- 
Alexander Nadolny 1898-1996) 
David & Elizabeth Andrews 
Alisa & Matthew Wade 
Louis Bonoyer 
Clarence & Marguerite Snell 
June Merrick 
Richard & Norma Renaud 
(in memory of Jody Ann Renaud) 
Phebe Lundvall 
Mabelle Vass 
John B.Dore 


At the Town Meeting h 


Of Nov 55 1895e 
voters were record- 
ed as being 81 to 
35 against women's 
suffrage. 


DEATHS 


Violet M. (Keirstead) Waters 
Elizabeth Boucher 

Dino Gaudini 

Exilia Messier 

Edward Biggins 

Joseph P. Ustinowich 
Rosamond F. (Coe) Thomas 
Marion E. (Andrews) Gordon 
John P. Conlon 

Ernest Rattie 

Mary Janik 

Stephen G. Oliver 

Blanche (Stockton) Kierstead Hendry 


Bellingham Historical Comm. 


3 Common St. 
Bellingham, MA 02019 


BEFORE 


intersection of Elm Street and South Main Street 
circa 1930s 


AFTER 


same view------ 1997 


as he 


